. More recently, a detailed taxonomy of humus forms was achieved by Klinka et al (1981) and Green et al (1993) .
In other regions of the world, others endeavoured to describe tropical and Mediterranean soils on the same basis (Marin et al, 1985; Ferry, 1992; Leroy et al, 1993 (Bottner, 1971) as on acid substrate .
In agricultural soils, the assemblage between organic and mineral materials in the A horizon were similarly used by Barratt (1964) and Jacquin (1985) to help distinguish between different types.
Our functional approach to humus morphology makes it possible to better understand dynamic processes into which climate, vegetation and humus profiles are involved. For instance, in artificial or natural changes, the evolution of the humus profile may be followed up and described with a better certainty, accepting that different horizons may evolve at different rates. This was observed experimentally after liming and fertilization (Toutain et al, 1988) . In mountain sites, Ponge (1993, 1994) Comparisons with studies or observations made in other bioclimatic zones (mountain, tropical, Mediterranean) gave evidence that our nomenclature can be successfully used in other countries (Toutain, 1984; 
